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become elongated to such a degreee that he has to
drag them along the ground. Such enchantment [has
God] ordained in this city. T feel pity for thee on
account of thy youth; but for thy sake I am going
to execute a scheme I have formed that thou mayest
be able to live at least a few days, and be saved from
this calamity."

" ' I asked, " What is the nature of the project [you
have formed] ? impart it to me." He replied, " I
mean to have thee married; and to get thee the
wazlrs daughter for thy wife." I gave for answer,
" How can the wazlr give his daughter to a wretch
so poor and destitute as myself? Will it be when
I embrace his faith ? This is what I never can do."
He replied, " The custom of this city is, that whoever
prostrates himself before the idol, if he be a beggar
and demand the king's daughter, the king must deliver
her up to him in order to gratify his wish, and that
they may not grieve him. Now I am in the king's
confidence, and he esteems me, for which reason all
the nobles and officers of state of this place respect
me. In the course of every week, they go twice to
the pagoda on a pilgrimage, and there they perform
their worship; so they will all assemble there to-morrow,
and I will carry thee with me/' Saying this, he gave
me something to eat and drink, and sent me away to
sleep. When the morning came, he took me with
him to the pagoda; when we arrived there, I saw that
people were going to and fro, and performing their
devotions.

distresse of the hete, mennes battokkes liangen down to their knees, for the
grete dissolucioun of the body."